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JocitkeHHs] KIHETUKH NMPOLECY OTBEPAKEHHA eNMOKCUAHOT0 MOJiMepy
MeXaHIYHUMHU Ta TeIUI0(Qi3HIHUMHU MeTOAaAMU

Locnioorcenns npucesuene 6USUEHHIO KIHEMUKU OMBEPONCEHHS eNOKCUOHUX NONIMEDIB Yilb-
MpazeyKosum ma menioQizuuHum memoodamu. Bukopucmano enoxcuony cmony EJ[-20, omee-
poviceny TIETTA, a maxoosic mooughikosarni komnozuyii. Bumiproganus weuokocmi ma 3amy-
XAHH5 YIbMpaA38yKy 00360IUNU GUSHAYUMU CIAOIT 2eeymBOpeHHs, 3POCAHHI 3UUBAHHS MA
nepexio y cknonodionui cman. Ompumani pe3yiomamu Y3200H4CYIOMbCs 3 MenioQi3uyHuMu
Janumu memnepamypu ma menionposioHOCmi, Wo 8i000pax’caoms eK30mepMivHuLl Xapak-
mep peakyii. Jlocniodicenns 0eMOHCmpYye egheKmunicmos 000X Memoois 0Jisi AHALI3Y CIMPYKIY-
POYMBOPEHHs Ma MAE NPAKMUYHEe 3HAYEHHS O]l ONMUMI3AYIi MeXHOL02IYHUX percuMie 00po-
OKU enoKCUOHUX KOMNOZUYIIL.

Knrouoei cnoesa: enokcuonuii nonimep, CKy8anHs, OmMEePON*CEHHSA, WUBUOKICIb NOULUDEHHS
VAbMPA38YKY, Koepiyienm menionposioHoCnii.

Beryn. [Ipu KiHETUYHUX JAOCTIIKEHHSIX MPOIECIB CTPYKTYPOYTBOPEHHSI B MOJIi-
Mepax (KpucTalli3allisi, TBepIHEHHS, CKITyBaHHSI, PO3UYMHEHHS Ta 1H.), BAKOPUCTOBYIOTh
PI3HOMAaHITHI METOJMU: KAJIOPUMETPUYHI, MEXaHIUHI peJaKcaliifHi, yIbTPa3ByKOBI Ta
iH. [Ipy nboMy HalOLIBII NOMIUPEHUMH € KaJOPUMETPUYHI Ta yJIbTpa3BykoBl. Hemo-
JIKOM KaJOPUMETPUYHOTO METOAY, X04a MU 1Or0 aKTUBHO BUKOPUCTOBYEMO [ 1], € 00-
MEXKEHICTh MOXKJIMBOCTEN BUKOPUCTAHHS 3pa3KiB pi3HOI (opmH, KOH(DIryparlii, Mmacu
Ta 1H. ToMy HalOUIbII €PEKTUBHUMH Ta AOCTYIHUMH 3aJIMIIAIOTHCS YJIbTPa3BYKOBI
JOCIIKEHHS.

BiiacTuBOCTI €MOKCHIHUX TMOJIIMEpIB 1 KOMIO3HUIIIM Ha iX OCHOBI BU3HAYAIOTHCS
CTPYKTYPOIO Ha PI3HMX PiBHSX ii opranizaiiii. CTpykTypa B CBOIO 4epry hopMyeThCs B
IPOLECI CUHTE3y 1 YacTO BU3HAYAETHCS YMOBAMM MPOTIKAHHS OCTaHHBOTO. Pazom 3
THUM B JIIT€paTypl NPaKTUYHO BIJACYTHS 1H(OpMaIlis Ipo 3MiHy (Pi3UYHUX BIACTUBOC-
Tel B pOLECl TBEPIHEHHS ENOKCUIHUX MOJIiMepiB. B TOH ke yac 11e NUTaHHsA Mae He
TUTBKHU YUCTO TEOPETHYUHE, ajie i BeJIMKE MPAKTUYHE 3HAUYCHHS — JIJISl BU3HAUYCHHS TEX-
HOJIOTIYHHUX 1 €KCIUTyaTalllMHUX MOXJIMBOCTEH EMOKCUAHUX KOMIIO3UIIiH, 1 TOTpedye
CHUCTEeMAaTUYHOTO BHBUCHHSI.
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B miporieci yTBopeHHS €OKCUIHOTO MOIIMEPY, SK MPABUIIO, PEaTi3ye€ThCs CUTYya-
11is1, TIPH SIKIM BUX1IHI KOMIIOHEHTH (€TOKCH/IHA CMOJIa, TBEPIHUK, KaTajai3aTop 1 MO-
nugikaTop) SBISIOTH COOOI0 CYMINI PIIMH PI3HOT B’S3KOCTI IIPU TEMIIEpaTypl peaKilii,
B TOM Yac K KIHIEBUIM BUCOKOMOJICKYJSPHUN MPOAYKT BUSBIISETHCS CKIOMOAIOHUM.
Takum ynHOM, cHCTEMa B TIPOLIEC] TBEPHEHHS IPOXOJAUTH YEPE3 Pl BAXKIMBUX MPO-
1eciB 1 (PI3UYHUX CTaHIB TaKUX SIK: T€JICYTBOPEHHS, CKIyBaHHA Ta iHIIe. [Ipu npomy
CIIOCTEPITAEThCS, SIK TPABUIIO, 3HaYHE 301IbIIICHHS TEMIIEPAaTypHU KOMITO3HIIIT 32 paxy-
HOK €K30TepMIYHUX €(EKTIB, 1110 CYIPOBOKYIOTh PEAKIIII0 OTBEPIKEHHS.

00’exTH Ta MeToaM HociaKeHHs. /{1 nocaimpkeHHs Oy oOpaHi KOMITO3HIIIT
Ha OCHOBI eNnoKcUAHOI AlaHoBoi cMoiin EJ[-20, siky oTBepIXKyBaau MOJiE€TUIICHITON1a-
Mmi"oM [IEITA B nponopiisix 100:10. B sikocTi MoaudikaTopiB BUKOPUCTOBYBAIM Tpa-
muuiiaui mactudikarop auoyrtundranar Ab® ta enokcuerep EET [2] B kiJIbKOCTI
10 macoBux yactuH Ha 100 MacoBHX YaCTHUH €MOKCUIHOT CMOJIH.

C|:H3 (|3H3
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Puc.1. Ximiuna ¢popmyna enokcuiHoi aianoBoi cmonu EJI-20.

—O0-CHy-CH-CH,
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n 0

KoHTpob CTpYKTYypOYyTBOpPEHHS 31MCHIOETHCS Ha OCHOBI BUMIPIOBAHHS IIBU/I-
KOCTI Ta 3aTyXaHHA yJIbTPa3BYyKy. B Halux M0CIiPKEHHSIX MU BUKOPUCTOBYBAJIU €XO-
iMITysibcHUM MeTo/ [3]. BuMiproBaHHS IBUAKOCTI YJIBTPa3BYKY (B M/C) B JOCIIKYyBa-
HOMY 3pa3Ky BiJIOyBaeTbcs 3a paxyHOK (PiKCyBaHHs IMITYJIbCIB 3 MEPETBOPIOBayYa 3a
MeBHUM 1HTepBaJ yacy. Ll BenumurHa nponopiiiifHa 10 TOBIIMHM 3pa3Ka 1 € IIyKaHO0
MIBUIKICTIO. Pe3ynbTaT BUMIPIOBAHHS OTPUMYBAIH 3 IIU(GPOBOTO 1HAUKATOPA.

BuwmiproBanns koedillieHTa 3aTyXaHHs YJIbTPa3BYKY 3/1HCHIOETHCS 32 PaxyHOK
BIJIJTIKY YMCJIa IMITYJIbCIB 3 TMIEPETBOPIOBAYa 3a MEeBHUM 1HTepBal yacy. OTpuMaHa Be-
JUYMHA MPOMOpPLiHHA 10 Jorapu(dMy BIAHOIIEHHS aMIUIITY]l IMITYJIbCIB YIbTPa3BYKY
€ IIyKaHUM Koe(DiI[ieHTOM 3aTyXxaHHs. Pe3ynbTar Tak camo (ikcyeThes Ha IUPOBOMY
MOKAXYMKY. 3a JOMOMOTOI0 WX MapaMeTpiB MOXKHA BU3HAYUTH JOCUTH TOYHO JUHA-
MIYHUN MOJIYJb PY>KHOCTI 1 TAHT'€HC KyTa MEXaHIYHHUX BTpaT tgd [3], sKi, CBOEO Uep-
r'Ol0, CTOCYIOThCSI HE JIUIIIE MEXaHIYHIX MOKa3HHUKIB JOCIIKYBAaHOTO 3pa3Ka, aje 3a iX
JOTIOMOTM MO’KHA IpOaHali3yBaTH BHYTPILIHIO CTPYKTYpy MaTpuili. BusHaueHHA
IIBUKOCTI TIOMIUPEHHS Ta Koe(illieHTa MOTJIMHAHHS YIbTPa3BYKY 3 BIJIHOCHO HU3b-
KUM KO€(II1EHTOM MOTJIMHAHHS ITPOBOISATH 32 HACTYITHOIO CXEMOIO (puc.2).

3 reHeparopa A MoAarThCA €JIEKTPOMArHiTHI IMITYJIbCH Ha BUIIPOMIHIOBAY YJIbT-
Pa3BYKOBHUX KoJiMBaHb b (IpUHIMM All SKOTO IPYHTYETHCS Ha SIBUIII I €30€(DEKTY).
YTBOpEeHHI yIbTPa3ByKOBUN IMITYJIbC, MOMIUPIOETHCSA Y NOCTIAHOMY 3pa3ky B, 1 BiJ-
OMBaOUKCh BiJ] 33/IHHOI I'PaHi 3pa3ka 3HOBY NOTparuisie y BUnpomiHioBad b (3BopoTHiii
11’ €30€()EKT), IO MEPETBOPIOE AKYCTUUHUI IMITYJIbC B €JIEKTpUYHUM. Jlaii yTBOpEeHHI
CHMI'HAJI OTpaILIsge Ha migcumosay I, motiM Ha ingukaropuuii I Ta 06uncroBaIbLHN
ook /1. Ha expani ingukaTopHoro 610Ky I criocrepiraeTbest cepist BiiOMTHX 3aTyxa-
IOUMX €XO0-1MIYJIbCIB. JloCaiKyBaHH 3pa30K BMIIIEHO B CIIELIAJIBHY KIOBETY, IO A€
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Puc.2. CTpykTypHa cxema eKCIEpUMEHTAIBLHOTO JIOCITY 3 BU3HAUYCHHS IBUIIKO-
CTi IOIIMPEHHSI Ta Koe(iIieHTa MOTJIMHAHHS YIbTPa3BYKYy.

MO>KJIUBICTh IOYMHATH BUMIPIOBAHHA B PIIKOMY CTaH1 CyMillll CMOJIM Ta TBEPJIHUKA, 1
3aKIHYYBAaTH B CKJIOMOI0HOMY MOJIIMEDI.

Jlaauii MEeTOJ] BUKOPUCTOBYBABCS MJISl JOCTIIKEHHSI KIHETUKU CTPYKTYPOYTBO-
PEHHS NpU OTBEPKEHHI enokcuaHoro nommepy E/[-20 nonieTuiieHnoxiaMiHoM Mpu
temriepatypi 300 K. OrpuMaHo KiHETHYHI KpUB1, TOOTO 3aJIEKHICTh MOJTYJIS MIPY>KHO-
CT1 €MOKCUTHOTO TOJIIMEPY BiJ] 4acy oTBeppkeHHs. OTpuMaHi1 KpUBI MalOTh XapaKTe-
pHI TOYKH TEPETHHY, SIKUM BIJIOBIJAIOTh MAKCUMyMH MeXaHIYHMX BTpar. OTBep-
JDKEHHSI €MOKCHIHOT KOMITO3UIIIT € CKJIaJHUI MpolieCc NpU SKOMY CHOCTEPIraroThCs
TaKi KJIFOYOBI €Talu, K: TeJIeyTBOPEHHS, 3pOCTaHHS CTYINEHs 3MIMBaHHSI KOMIIO3UIIII,
a TIOTIM MOCTYTOBHH MEepPexXif] 10 CKIONOIIOHOTO CTaHy.

Panimie Mu 10CHIAXKyBalli KIHETUKY OTBEP/IKEHHS TAHUX KOMIIO3UIIN Terodi-
3MYHUMHU METOJIaMU Ha OCHOBI TeMIIEpaTypHUX 3aJIE€KHOCTEH MUTOMOI TETNIOEMHOCTI
[1] Ta 3anmexkHOCTI KOoedilieHTa TEIIONPOBIAHOCTI [4]. B 1UX JOCHIIKEHHSIX BUKOPHU-
CTOBYBABCS 30H]I, IKUI MICTHB HarpiBayd Ta Tepmornapy. KopoTkouacHui €1eKTpUUHHIMA
CUTHAJ B HarpiBady CTBOPIOBAB TEIJIOBHH IMIYJIbC. A 3a JOTMOMOTOI0 TepMonapu Pi-
KCYBaJIaCh IIBHUJIKICTh 3MiHU TeMiiepaTypu. KamiOpoBka 30H1y 311CHIOBAIACh 3a J10-
MIOMOT'010 €TaJIOHHUX pifuH [4]. Takum YMHOM MU OIIHIOBAJIM TEMIIEPATYPY 3pa3Ky Ta
Koe(IIiEHTH TEIIO- 1 TEMIIEPaTyPOITPOBIAHOCTI B JAHUW MOMEHT €KCIIEPUMEHTY.

VY apTpa3ByKoBi Ta TEII0(13UUHI JOCTIIKEHHS MPOBOIUIIUCH HE3aJIEKHO MPU OJ1-
HaKOBHX YMOBaX.

Pe3yabTaTn Ta ix o0ropopenns. Ha puc.3 npejcTaBieHo 3a1€KHOCTI TBUIKO-
CTl TMOUIMPEHHS YJIBTPA3BYKY €MOKCHIHOTO MOJIMEPY BiJl Yacy MPOTIKAHHSA peaxiii
OTBEPKEHHSI.

KoMIoHeHTH 3MilTyBaIiCh 1 HIBUIKO MOMIIIAIKNCH B KIOBETY, 1 3pa3y NOYMHAIUCH
BUMIproBaHHA. OTprMaH1 KpUBI MalOTh XapaKTEPH1 TOUKU NIEPETHUHY, SKUM BIJIIIOBI1a-
I0Th MAaKCUMYMHU MEXaHIYHUX BTpaT. OTBEPHKEHHS €MOKCHIHOI KOMIIO3HITIT € CKIIaI-
HUH MPOLIEC MPHU SIKOMY CIIOCTEPIratoThCs TaKl KJIFOUOBI €Talld, K: TeJICYTBOPEHHS Ta
MOCTYIIOBHI mepexia 10 ckionoAionoro crany (~300 xB.).

OTtpumaHni pe3ysbratu 100pe CHiBBIAHOCITHCS 3 PE3yJIbTaTaMH HAIIUX TOTepe/I-
HIX JOCIIPKCHb KIHETUKHU OTBEPKEHHS, IMTPOBEIACHUMH TEIUIO(PI3MIHIMHU METOAaMU
[1,5] Puc.4. BumiproBaHHsI TPOBOMIIOCH 32 JOTIOMOTOIO JIIHIMHOTO 30HAY MOCTIHHOT
noTy>kHocTi. Cam 30H] sBJIsIE COOOI0 MAaHTAaHIHOBHUM Kapkac, Ha KUl O1iIspHO, B
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OJIMH IIap, HAMOTAHO MIJHUMN JpiT,
AKUW BUKOHYBaB (DyHKIIII0 HarpiBaya i,
OJIHOYACHO, JIaT4YuKa TeMIepaTypu
(tepmometpa omopy). Ilo cyTti ekcrie-
PUMEHT 3BOJIMBCS 10 OTPUMAHHS TEp-
MOTpaMU HarpiBy 30H]1y B IOCIIIKyBa-
HOMY 3pa3Ky. [logaBaBcst KOpoTKoUdac-
HUM eJIeKTpUYHUU curHan (~5 c.) 1 ¢i-
KCyBaBCsl BIABIJ Teruia Bij 30HAY. Of-
HOYACHO BHMIPIOBaJIach TEMITepaTypa.
['panyroBaHHs BiI0yBaJIOCh MO €TAJIOH- 0
HUM pIMHaM 3 BIIOMUMHU KoepillieH-
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. . Puc.3. 3amexHOCTI IIBUIKOCTI TMOITUPEHHS
TaMH TEIUIOMPOBIIHOCTI.
yIIBTPa3BYKOBHX XBUJIb Ta TAHTCHCA KyTa Me-

IIpouiec oTBEpIKEHHS MOKHA MO- : .
. . . XaHIYHUX BTPAT B1J 4aCy CKCIICPUMCHTY KOM-
AUTHTH HA TPU JIOCHTb HITKI CTARIL: — [ oo i BT 20+TTETIA.

B1Jl MOMEHTY 3MIIIyBaHHS KOMITOHEHT

1o reneytBopeHHs (~ 0 + 50 xB.). Cuc-

TeMa sIBJIsie COO0I0 CyMIIIl CMOJIH, OTBEp KyBaua 1 moaudikaropa. [lounHaeThcs B3a-
€MO/I1sI €TOKCUJTHUX TPYIT CMOJIM 3 aMIHHUMHM IPYyTIaMU TBEPAHUKA. PO3KPUTTS KOKHOT
€MOKCUIHOI TPYNH CYNPOBOIKYETHCS BUJIUICHHSM TEIUIOBOI €HEprii (Temmeparypa
3pOCTaE), Mpo 10 MOKHA MEPECBIAUUTHUCH 3 TEIIO(PI3UUHUX AochikeHb [4] Puc.4.
Peaxiiis y»e nodanach, ajie CTeiHb KOHBEPCIi 1€ HEIOCTATHS JIJIsl IEPEXO0Ty CUCTEMU
B TeJIeno1iIOHMI cTaH. 3MEHIIEHHS TEIJIONPOBIAHOCTI B ek MoMeHT (Puc.4.6) mosic-
HIOETHCS PI3KUM 3MEHILIEHHSM B’ SI3KOCT1 1 MIDKMOJIEKYJIIPHO1 B3a€EMO/IIT, a TaKOX 30i-
JBIIICHHSAM TETUIOBOI PYXJIMBOCTI, BUKJIIMKAHUX ITiIBUIIICHHSIM TEMIIEPATypH 3a paxy-
HOK €K30TEpMIYHOI peakuii oTBeppkeHHs. [Ipu boMy Ha caMUX MOYAaTKOBHUX CTaHIsX
KOe(DIIiEHT TEMIOMPOBITHOCTI € AAUTUBHOIO CYMOIO TETUIOMPOBIAHOCTI CMOJIU, OTBE-
pKyBaua 1 Moaudikaropa.
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Puc.4. 3anescnocmi memnepamyp cymiweti (a) ma xoeghiyienmy mennonposionocmi A (6)
8i0 uacy omeepoxcenus komnozuyiu: 1 — E/[-20+1IEIIA, 2 — E/[-20+IIETIA+]]F®, 3 —
EJ[-20+IIEIIA+EET.
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Hacrtynna cramis (~ 50 + 110 XB.) XapakTepu3yeThCsl JOCATHEHHSIM KOHBEPCIi J10-
CTaTHbBOI JUI MIEPEXOAY CUCTEMU B resienoAi0Hui cTaH. Burnsag KiHEeTUYHHX 3alex-
HOCTEH IMBUJIKOCTI MOMUPEHHS YIBTPa3BYKy Ta KOE(IIIEHTY TEIJIOMPOBITHOCTI P13KO
3MIHIOIOThCS. [IIBUAKICTH MOMIMPEHHS YIBTPA3BYKY 1 KOCPIIIEHT TEIJIOMPOBITHOCTI
CYTTEBO 3pOCTat0Th. OUYEBUAHO 11€ TIOB’A3aHO 3 HAPOCTAHHAM 3LIUTOI YACTUHU IMOJi-
Mepy B cucTeMmi, o TBepaHe. (CaMe iHTepBaly rejieyTBOPEHHS BiINOBIIa€ MaKCUMa-
JbHE MIJBUIIECHHS TeMIEepaTypu eK30TepMiuHOi peakuii Puc.4.a). Ilpu nomanemiomy
30UTBLIEHH] CTENEH1 KOHBEPCIT 301IBIIYETHCS 1 TEMITEpATypa CKIyBaHHS CUCTEMH 1 Ha-
CTYIIa€ MOMEHT, KOJIM CUCTEMA MEPEXOUTh B cKiIonoaiOHui crad (~ 250 + 300 xB.).
Cremninb 3aBepIIEHOCTI peakiii cTaHoBUTH ~ 50 + 60%. IIpu 1boMy MOBHICTIO 3arajib-
MOBYETBHCSI CETMEHTapHa PyXJHUBICTh. Peakiisi mpaktuuHo mpunuHseTbes. [Ipomos-
KEHHS peaKlli MOKIIMBE JIMIIIE 32 PaXyHOK JIOKAJIbHUX BUIB TEIUIOBOI PYXJIUBOCTI,
AK1 1€ 3JIMIIAI0THCS "pOo3MOpOKEHUMU" MpU TeMIiepaTypl peakuli. [Ipu nbomy nos-
HOT'O JOOTBEPKEHHSI B KOMITO3UIIAX MOKHA JIOCSTTH MPH 301IbIIEHHI TEMIIEPaTypH
oTBepikeHH: [1].

BucnoBxku

Pe3ynbratu gociiakeHHs noka3anu e(eKTUBHICTb K aKyCTUYHOIO, TaK 1 TEIJIo-
(13UYHOTO METO/IIB MPH OIIHII KIHETUKU OTBEPIKEHHS €MOKCUIHHX TOJIIMEPIB Ta BU-
BUCHHS iX (I3WYHMX BiacTUBOCTEM. OTpuMaHI pe3yjibTaTU MOXKYTb MaTH Barome
MpaKkTUYHE 3HAaYeHHS. Tak, BU3HAYEH] €Taly peakilii MOXYyTh BU3HAYATH TPAHUYHUMA
yac nepe0yBaHHsI KOMIIO3HIIII B PO3JIMBHUX NPUCTPOSX (HANPUKIIAL EKCTPYAepi), Mo
JOCATHEHHIO SIKOTO KOMIIO3HIIisI MOBMHHA OYTH BHJIaJ€HA 3 HHOTO, OCKIJIBKU MEepPeXo-
JUThH Y CKJIOMOAIOHUM CTaH.

3anpornoHOBaHUN TPUCTPIN M03BOJSE 3AIMCHIOBATH JOCHIIKEHHS KIHETUKH
CTPYKTYPOYTBOPEHHS B €MIOKCUHUX MOJIIMEPAX 13 MOXKIIUBICTIO 30€PEKEHHSI SIK BUMI-
PIOBAJILHOIO 30H/TY, TaK 1 OTPUMAHOT0 3pa3Ka JJisl peaizallii MoJadblInuX TOCTKEHb.
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Sichkar T.G., Rokytskyi M.O., Blahodarenko L.Yu., Vasylenko S.L., Shut A.M.

Investigation of the Kinetics of epoxy polymer curing using mechanical and ther-
mophysical methods

The article investigates the kinetics of curing in epoxy polymers using a combination of ul-
trasonic acoustic methods and thermophysical measurements. Epoxy materials are widely used
in engineering, construction, and composite technologies, and their final properties depend
strongly on the structural transformations occurring during curing. Despite the broad applica-
tion of epoxy systems, detailed information regarding the evolution of their physical properties
during the curing process remains limited, which highlights the relevance of the study.

The compositions based on the epoxy resin ED-20 cured with polyethylene polyamine
(PEPA), including systems modified with dibutyl phthalate (DBF) and epoxy ether (EET) are
examined. Structural changes during curing are monitored by measuring the ultrasonic wave
velocity and attenuation using an echo-pulse method. This approach enables real-time obser-
vation of transitions from the initial liquid mixture to the gel state and finally to the glassy
polymer. Because ultrasonic parameters are highly sensitive to changes in molecular mobility,
crosslinking density, and internal structural rearrangements, they serve as effective indicators
of the curing stages.

The study identifies three main stages of epoxy polymer curing. The first stage, up to ap-
proximately 50 minutes, corresponds to the onset of chemical interaction between the resin and
hardener. During this period, heat release from exothermic reactions results in increasing tem-
perature and decreasing thermal conductivity, reflecting lowered viscosity and enhanced mo-
lecular mobility. The second stage (= 50 - 110 minutes) marks the formation of a gel network.
Both ultrasonic velocity and thermal conductivity increase significantly, indicating rapid
growth of crosslink density. This interval also corresponds to the maximum exothermic effect.
The final stage (= 250 - 300 minutes) represents the transition to the glassy state, where seg-
mental mobility becomes greatly restricted and the curing process effectively stops, reaching
about 50-60% conversion. Completion of curing is possible only at higher temperatures.

In parallel, thermophysical measurements based on temperature evolution and thermal con-
ductivity provide independent confirmation of the observed stages. A special linear probe con-
taining a heater and thermocouple is used to measure heat propagation dynamics, enabling
correlation with ultrasonic results. These data reinforce the understanding of structural trans-
formations occurring throughout curing.

The authors emphasize the practical significance of the findings. Determining the charac-
teristic points of gelation and vitrification allows optimization of industrial processes involving
epoxy polymers, such as extrusion, casting, and forming. Knowledge of the cure kinetics helps
define the allowable residence time of the polymer in technological equipment before it be-
comes immobile due to vitrification. Furthermore, the experimental setup developed in the
study enables repeated use of the measurement probe and retention of the cured sample for
additional analysis.

Overall, the research demonstrates that combined acoustic and thermophysical methods are
highly effective for characterizing the kinetics and structural evolution of epoxy polymers, con-
tributing both to fundamental understanding and applied material engineering.

Key words: epoxy polymer, glass transition, curing, ultrasound propagation velocity, heat con-
ductivity coefficient.
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